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Surrey Santa Parade of Lights rolls again on Dec. 1

Popular parade
kicks off at 5 p.m.

Malin Jordan

loverdole Reporter “the Cloverdale Busi-

ness Improvement
Association, said he
expects thousands of
folks to line the streets
of Cloverdale’s down-
town core Dec. 1.

“Last year we had
about 15,000 people
come out to watch the
parade and I think
this year will be sim-
ilar.”

This year the parade
will grow in length.
Orazietti said the City
of Surrey is allowing
him to add 500 metres
to the parade route
and to set up bleach-
ers to accommodate
more spectators, im-
proving safety.

The Santa parade
is not your typical
parade. Parade-goers

-
-
-
-

Marco lannuzzi,
former star wide re-
‘ceiver for the B.C.
Lions, will be the
parade marshal for
the 14th annual Sur-
rey Santa Parade of
Lights.

“We’re excited to
have Marco as our
parade marshal,”
said Paul Orazietti,
the event organizer.
“The parade is not
yet known as a major
city parade, but it’s
growing. It’s still in
its infancy, so having
Marco as our parade
marshal increases our
exposure even more.”

Boyd Autobody &
- Glass, this year’s pre-
senting sponsor, was
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This year’s parade takes place Dec. 1, beginning at 5 p.m.
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events we organize,”
he said. “It started
last year and the po-
lice are very interest-
ed in it too because of
the higher desire for
safety these days. My
goal is to give people
a sense of the size of
the parade from a lot
qf different perspec-
tives.” '
Orazietti said even
though the parade
still has some hurdles ~ /%
to climb, people are
starting to take notice
of it.
“It’s now become a
Signature event and
the cityis recognizing
that. We believe the
event is only going to
grow: s a fion-com-
mercial event, so we
still struggle to cover
costs and we rely on
sponsors.”
He said it’s'an im-
portant event for the
locals.
“I think it’s some-
thing that does a great
deal of good for Sur-
rey.” '
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munity Kitchen, the
Surrey Christmas Bu-
reau, and the Surrey
Food Bank, Orazietti
said.

Because of the addi-
tion of 500 metres, the
Surrey Santa Parade
will follow a slightly
different route this
year. Beginning at
the Cloverdale Fair-
grounds at 5 p.m., it
will move along 60th
Ave. toward Elements
Casino. The route
then turns south,
heading down 177B
Street, until it hits
57th Ave., at which
point the parade
heads west on 57th
Ave.

When the holiday
light parade hits 176th
Street, it turns north
for one block until
58th Ave, at which
point it turns again
on 58th Ave. The pa-
rade then runs east
until 176A .Street,
turning north, before
ending back at the
fairgrounds.

According to Ora-

zietti, there will be
a variety of vehicles
decked out with lights
and there will be a
variety of marching
groups, including a
marching drum unit,
service clubs, and
dance groups.

“There will also
be hot rods, Model
A Fords, decorated
cement trucks, and
a giant 120 tonne
crane,” Orazietti
added. “We will also
potentially have a
float from City Coun-
cil, but nothing’s been
confirmed yet.”

As of Nov. 15,
Orazietti said he had
about 60 confirmed
parade entries. He
caps the number at 90,
noting he will haveno
problem reaching that
number.

This year will be the
second year in a Tow
Orazietti will have
drones flying over the
parade.

“We've been flying
drones for all the
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